I   ACCUSE

or that of your two compatriots. I find myself
obliged, most unwillingly, to have to communicate to
you this negative decision."

(The signature is illegible.)

It may be seen from this letter that the French Govern-
ment considers me as just another exile. Any democrat
would be pleased to find that the principle of Equality is
still practised in France, but personally I must state that
this answer made me extremely indignant, because I knew
that at that time Dr. Negrin and his pseudo-Government
were living in Paris, and had complete freedom of
movement. I should not like to suppose that these
differences in treatment could be accounted for by the
certain fact that Dr. Negrin had large sums of money
under his control, money which had been taken out
of Spain, whilst I had exactly one handbag containing
only personal belongings. I should not like to suppose
this, because it would be to assume that certain members
of the French Government had a very poor conception
of public dignity and decency.

The Communists say that I had been preparing a coup
d'ttat from the month of May 1938, the date on which I
took over command of the Central Army. If they make
this declaration in the hope of showing that ten months
were necessary to remove their political apparatus from
Spain, it seems to me very reasonable that they should take
advantage of this kind of artifice. But I am perfectly
certain that nobody in Spain will believe it. My speeches
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